assume that one rod end is the same as another. Yet

od end bearings are an importantitem that theaverage
J Oh n M c c r o U Of racer often takes for granted. Too often they incorrectly
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those critical components are what connects the sus-
pension to the frame or connects the wheels to the steering. If
your carhas the correct rod ends on it, you'll never know they’re
there. Suffer a failure from an incorrectly used rod end and
you'll suddenly be real concerned about your joints.
Following are some questions commonly asked by racers
concerning rod end bearings that should help you understand
more about those important race car components.

What are the basic types of rod ends used for racing applica-
tions?

Rod ends for race cars can be divided into two basic classes.
First is the commercial or economy graderod ends. While there
are many configurations of economy rod ends, the only type
that should be used for racing application is the fully swaged
two-piece design. On these rod ends the body is formed or
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swaged around the ball so that the race
the ball rides on is actually part of the
body. This is the only type of economy
rod end that has good radial or pull
strength along with good axial strength
(resistance to the ball being pushed out
of the side of the body).

Thesecond type s three-picce preci-
sionrod ends. With these rod ends arace
is formed around the ball, this ball race
insert then being staked into abody. The
advantage of this type of construction is
that a closer fit and a higher degree of
precision is achieved hetween the hall




